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משרד ראש הממשלה

אגף התקשורת


Translation

November 29, 2006

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s Speech

at the Gala Evening of the “Green Light” Organization

The Honorable Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Transportation and Road Safety, my friend, Shaul Mofaz,

The Honorable Chairman of the Jewish Agency and World Zionist Organization, Ze’ev Bielski,

The Honorable Mayor of Tel Aviv, Ron Huldai,

Ministers of Israel, Eitan Cabel and Yitzhak Cohen,

Inspector General of the Police, Commissioner Moshe Karadi,

Chairman of the Parliamentary Lobby for Road Safety, MK Gilad Erdan,

Distinguished Guests from Abroad and from Israel,

My friend, Chairman, Founder and main supporter of the “Green Light” Organization, Avi Naor,

Roi Leifer, aged 30, and his son Tomiyah, aged 2 months, died when the car in which they traveled hit a bus near Beitar Illit.

Keren Marwati, aged 26, her fiancé Roi Batia, aged 28 and his cousin, Eliran Batia, aged 26, were all killed in a head-on collision between two cars at the Dror Junction.

Matan Saadon, aged 12, from Omer, went for a bike ride with his friends.  On the way home, the group crossed a busy road.  A speeding car hit Matan and caused a grave head wound.  Several hours later, he died of his wounds.

“We have no Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,” wrote Yehuda Amichai, “for we have no unknown soldiers.”  The same is true regarding the victims of traffic accidents.  They are not simply numbers to us.  They are not just statistics.  Each of them has a name, a face, a family, friends.  Each of them – an entire world destroyed.  Each of them is a bleeding wound in the lives of so many people who were connected to those who are gone and were a part of their lives.

In Israel, there is a death penalty – for mistakes on the road.  Often, these mistakes are not those of the victim, rather those of another person.  However, even if the one who died made the mistake, we cannot place all the responsibility on that person.  A country which values the lives of its citizens cannot absolve itself of the obligation to care for the safety of its residents.

It is no accident that, among all the other recommendations of the Sheinin Committee, the Government adopted the recommendation to change the name of the Ministry of Transportation to the “Ministry of Transportation and Road Safety”.  By establishing a ministry, the primary purpose of which is to handle this matter, the Government’s responsibility for road safety is highlighted.  The Minister will undoubtedly mention later, as he told me, that over half of his time is dedicated to the subject of road safety.  The subject of transportation is currently at the center of the Government’s attention, and will remain so in the coming years, including the five-year plan to invest NIS 19 billion in the development of transportation infrastructure.

Last year, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon stood on this podium and promised that, by the fifth Green Light Conference, the law enacting the Authority for the War Against Road Accidents would be fully passed by the Knesset exactly as presented by the Government.  He also added, in the humor we knew so well, that, “because I intend to come to the fifth Green Light Conference as Prime Minister, you will be able to test me for that as well.”  Unfortunately, Arik could not attend this fifth Green Light Conference as Prime Minister, however the Government fulfilled this ceremonial promise, and the Law of the National Authority for Road Safety will be passed by the Knesset.  On January 1, 2007, in just a few days, the Authority will begin operating fully.

The establishment of the Authority for Road Safety is, of course, just the beginning of the implementation of the Sheinin Commission’s recommendations.  The goal was, and remains, to achieve, within 10 years, a level of safety customary among leading nations in this sphere.  That is to say: by 2010, to reduce the number of deaths in road accidents to below 360 per annum, and below 300 by 2015.

I say these things with caution, because they must always be said with caution.  

According to current data, 2006 will apparently end with a significant decrease of approximately 10% in the number of deaths relative to last year, which also witnessed a decrease of 7% in comparison with the previous year.  This trend is encouraging.  The Minister’s activities and the tremendous effort he and his ministry will invest in the coming year will, I am certain, contribute to the strengthening of this trend.  We must meet the goals we determined.  We must also improve the accepted driving culture in Israel.  This must be done by providing information and education, while enforcing the laws and punishment.  Each of these topics will be under the purview of the Authority for Road Safety.  As was said, by 2007, NIS 400 million and from 2008 onwards, NIS 550 million per annum, will be earmarked in the State Budget for this alone.

I know that this process is an ongoing one.  I believe that it is possible – I believe that, through this, we can achieve our goals.

Bereaved families whose loved ones have died in road accidents established the “Yad L’Niktafim” organization.  There is no name more appropriate than this to describe the unnecessary victims of carnage on the roads.

Years ago, during a large-scale educational operation, which at the time was not accorded great odds to its success, the citizens of Israel learned that wildflowers must not be picked.  I remember that, as a young man, we would hike on the slopes of the Carmel and pick wildflowers as an obvious social outing, and everyone would do it.  This phenomenon completely disappeared because of the correct blend of legislation, enforcement, education and punishment.  What was true in this case is true sevenfold when it comes to road safety, because in this case, the cost is not just in the punishment determined by law, but rather the loss and destruction of human life which are the inevitable result in most cases of careless driving.  A significant reduction in the number of deaths as a result of road accidents is a national goal.

The carnage on the roads is an enemy which exacted more lives than any other factor.  70% of the accidents occur in urban areas, and therefore the local authorities must play a central role in this national effort which we will invest in the sphere of road safety.

We cannot succeed in this war without the public’s cooperation.  I take this opportunity to thank the Green Light Organization and its founder and head.  Avi, it was very moving to hear your words about your son Ran, but mainly your and your family’s ability to transform the personal pain you live with on a daily basis into a public and national effort which will save many others from experiencing what you experience all the time.

Therefore, to the Green Light Organization and all who join, support and are part of it, thank you from the bottom of my heart, and to you, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Transportation and Road Safety and to the Authority which you worked so hard to establish.

Thank you.
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